Crazy Quilt Pillow Kit User Manual

By: Monika Thompson
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Summary

A crazy quilt pillow is a decorative item that can add personality to a couch or bed.  With a little creativity and time, the crazy quilt pillow can also make a great gift for a friend or family member. This crazy quilt pillow kit allows a moderately experienced quilter with basic embroidery skills to make a pillow using crazy quilting techniques. Since there is embroidery on the pillow, this allows the quilter to add their personal touch. 

Materials
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Figure 1: Crazy Quilt Pillow Materials.
Table 1: Kit Materials

	Quantity
	Description

	8
	⅛-yard fabric scrap

	1
	1 ½ yard fabric

	1
	Thread Spool

	4
	Package of Flowers

	10
	Embroider Floss

	3
	⅛-yard of Lace

	1
	Sequin Butterfly

	4
	Package of Beads

	1
	2-yard Interface


The materials needed that are excluded from this kit are: 

· Associated needles

· Sewing machine (optional)

· Stuffing

· Seam ripper

· Scissors

· Pins
Product Description

The quilted pillow has four key components:

· Centerpiece

· Border

· Backing

· Stuffing

Centerpiece

The centerpiece of the pillow is a 17 x 17 inch square that will be made up of eleven parts.  These parts are cut from 8 different colors of fabric. The thread will be used to sew the pillow together and to attach the accessories. Embroidery makes this pillow special. There are two different embroidery floss types; metallic and plain. The metallic is reflective and harder to handle, while the plain is dull and easy to maneuver. Both of the flosses are for decorating the seams and making beautiful stitch patterns. Associated beads can be incorporated into embroidery to enhance the stitches. Additional decorative accessories used on the centerpiece are bows, flowers, and a sequin butterfly. Lace can also be used to decorate the seams of the centerpiece. Finally, the interface is a thin material with glue on one side. The pattern will be drawn on this material and pressed on to the fabric for a guide while sewing. See figure 2 for pattern of centerpiece.

Border

The border encompasses the centerpiece like a picture frame. It adds three inches on all sides of the pillow making the final dimensions of the pillow a 23 x 23 inch square. The border will be cut from the 1½-yard material. See figure 2 for picture fame border.

Backing

The backing is a plain 23 x 23 inch square cut from the 1½ -yard material. There is no decoration on the back, so that it will not take away any attention from the front of the pillow.

Stuffing

The stuffing is not included in the kit, but is obviously an important part. There are two ways to stuff the pillow. The first method is to stuff the pillow with another pillow. The other method is to stuff the pillow with bagged stuffing. Choose a method that suits you.
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Figure 2: Centerpiece pattern with

Picture fame border.

Crazy Quilt Pillow Instructions 
	Getting Started
	

	1. Wash and dry all fabric using the gentle cycle or by hand.
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Figure 3: Pattern Drawn on the Interface.

	2. Trace the pattern on the interface as shown in Figure 3. 
	

	NOTE: Make sure that you trace on the     side opposite of the glue.
	

	3. Iron the interface on the fabric making sure that the side with the glues is facing the fabric.
	

	4. Cut the fabric according to the guidelines drawn on the interface. 
	

	NOTE: Make sure to leave about a ½ inch of slack around the interface. 
	

	Sewing the Centerpiece
	

	1. Pin the corresponding pieces together along guidelines made by the interface paper.  See Figure 4.
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Figure 4: Two pieces pinned together            ready to be sown.

	2. Remove the pins as you sew along the interface line, in order to keep accuracy.
	

	3. After attaching the pieces, open them and press the seam with an iron.
	

	4. Repeat steps one and two until the entire centerpiece is completed.
	


	Accessories: Lace, Bows, etc.
	

	1. Pin the lace on the front seam of the centerpiece.
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Figure 5: Attaching the Lace.

	2. Hand-sew the lace with thread. 
	

	NOTE: Be careful to not allow any thread to show by sewing only the bottom layer of the lace down. See Figure 5.
	

	3. Hand-sew bows and flowers by anchoring the base to the centerpiece with thread.
	

	4. Embroider on the seams using stitching techniques outlined in the Appendix.
	

	NOTE: Beads can be incorporated in these stitches.
	

	

	
	

	Attaching the Border
	

	1. At this point, the centerpiece should be completed. See Figure 6. Now, trace on the interface four trapezoids with these dimensions:
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Figure 6: Completed Centerpiece.

	Top Width = 23 inches

Bottom Width = 17 inches

Height = 3 inches 

Corners should be at 45° angles
	

	2. Iron the interface onto the 1 ½ yard fabric and cut the fabric according to the guidelines.
	

	NOTE: Make sure to leave about a ½ inch of slack around the interface. 
	

	3. Sew on the border.
	

	NOTE: Use the same techniques to attach the border as you did to complete the centerpiece.
	


	Attaching the Back
	

	1. Iron the interface onto the 1½-yard fabric to mark a 23 x 23 inch square.
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Figure 7: Completed Centerpiece.

	2. Cut the square out making sure to leave some slack.
	

	3. Sew any three sides of the pillow together.
	

	NOTE: Use the same techniques to attach the border as you did to complete the centerpiece.
	

	4. Turn the pillow quilted-side out, and fold the fourth side along the interface lines.
	

	5. Iron a crease into the fabric as shown in Figure 7.
	

	6. Sew the fourth side halfway. There should be an open slit in the pillow for the stuffing when completed.
	

	7. Stuff the pillow to your preference.
	

	8. Hand-sew the slit close. Now you have made a Crazy Quilt Pillow.
	

	
	


Troubleshooting
Fix a Bad Seam

If you have made a bad seam, the do the following procedure:                 
1. Take the seam ripper and remove the seam.

2. Make the new adjustments and sew the new seam.

Embroidery Mistakes

If you have made an embroidery mistake, the do the following:

1. Unthread the needle.

2. Pull the embroidery pull through the previously made holes until you undo the mistake.

3. Proceed to embroider in the desired manner.

Misaligned Borders

If you have completed the centerpiece and the fabric borders do not line up, the do the following procedure:
1. Take the problematic border and align the seam up by folding it.

2. Iron the new seam.

3. On the reverse side, sew along the new cease.

Metallic Embroidery Difficulties

If you are using metallic embroidery floss and have difficulties threading the needle, then do the following:

1. Moisten the tip of the floss.

2. Thread the needle.

3. Any little threads that are not threaded, try to thread it as well.

4. Pull floss all the way through and straighten any lumps in the floss.

Uneven Stuffing

If you your stuffing is lumpy, then do the following:

1. Remove stuffing from the lumpy spots.

2. Shape stuffing with your hand.

3. Add stuffing to the low places.

4. Constantly shape outside of pillow.

5. Do steps 1 – 3 until pillow is stuffed as desired.

Appendix: Stitches
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Blanket Stitch

Chain Stitch


Feather Stitch

        [image: image12.png]


               [image: image13.png]


             [image: image14.png]



French Knot

        Herringbone Stitch

Lazy Daisy
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Straight Stitch
            Cross Stitch

More complex Stitches
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Up & Down Buttonhole Stitch
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Cretan Stitch
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Palestrina Knot
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