A Model Letter Reporting on an Academic Subject

Dr. Irving Price

Professor of English

Navarro College

1900 John Alden Road

Waxahachie, TX 76010

Dr. Price:

I have investigated Mark Twain’s published notebooks and collected letters, and, as you requested, I am reporting my findings regarding the first editions and the latest, official editions of both.  

Albert Bigelow Paine, Mark Twain’s first literary executor, edited the compilations of both, the notebooks in 1924 and the letters in 1926.  These collections remained the official works until 1962, the year that his last surviving family member, Clara Clemens Samousoud, passed away.  The Mark Twain Papers, in the control of the University of California at Berkeley, then authorized the Modern Language Association to prepare the unabridged papers, including more than 15,000 pages that the author left at his death in 1910, and all of the letters, many of which surfaced well after Paine’s death.

Mark Twain’s Notebooks were the first works released with the new edition of the Mark Twain Papers, published in 1969.  Mark Twain’s Letters (in two volumes) appeared in 1971 and 1972.

The first editions are no longer in print, although book finders in Chicago have several available sets.  The latest editions are available directly from the University of California Press at Berkeley and through a number of online sources.

Respectfully,

Jennie Marshall
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