Types of Descriptive Words

1) Concrete Words—words that have the capacity to stimulate images of primarily one of the senses

2) Polysymbolic Words—words that have the capacity to stimulate images of more than one sense

3) Emotionally-impacted Words—concrete or polysymbolic words that trigger emotions

4) Figures of Speech—imaginative comparisons 

similes—incomplete comparisons using “like” or “as”


metaphors—complete comparisons between two subjects

personification—giving life-like qualities to inanimate 
objects/subjects

anthropomorphism—giving specific human-like qualities to 
inanimate objects/subjects

synecdoche—ascribing a single attribute of one object/subject to 
suggest the whole in a comparison

