Basic Patterns for Organizing Details

in Descriptive Sentences
1) Directional Ordering


points of the compass


linear arrangement (left to right, right to left,



top to bottom, bottom to top, farthest point



to nearest point, nearest point to farthest



point)


sequential ordering (first, second, third, etc.)


chronological ordering (past to present to 

future)

2) Spatial Ordering


small to large, large to small


general to specific, specific to general


inside to outside, outside to inside


front to back, back to front

3) Psychological Ordering


associational/non-associational


familiar to unfamiliar


least important to most important (sometimes 


referred to as “periodic development” or “order


of climax”)


most important to least important (journalistic


emphasis)

