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English 1301

An Exercise in Organizing Details in Descriptive Paragraphs

Instructions:

Part 1

Write a list of twenty descriptive details of an object or subject that lends itself to a “linear” organizational pattern (see your class notes).  Use only short phrases rather than complete sentences for each detail.

Part 2

Select five of these features that, together, distinguish this object/subject from all others in the same class.  Number them in the order in which they fall along the “line” that is natural to that object/subject (ex. top-to-bottom, bottom-to-top, left-to-right, etc.)

Part 3

Write a short paragraph describing this object.  Your paragraph should be only six sentences long.  The first sentence should state what the object is and where it is.  Each of the following sentences should describe one of each of the five details from your catalog.  Arrange the five descriptive sentences, after the first introductory sentence, in the order as they appear along that “line.”

A Sample Linear Paragraph

Tree





Topic sentence 

An oak tree protrudes from between two rocks 

crooked trunk

at the edge of the creek.  Like a crooked vine, the trunk 

reaches up from a nest of tangled roots gripping the walls the

train of ants

rocks.  A train of ants parades in and out the bark wrapped 

bushy branches
around the trunk.  Six feet up the trunk begins the bush of 

branches and leaves.  Resting just under the canopy of leaves 

near the top and exposed to the morning light sits a bird’s

bird’s nest
nest, cluttered with scraps of paper, cloth, and string, all tangled 
together in the broken twigs and sprigs of grass.  Stretching more than a foot higher than the other branches and just beneath

fresh green limb
the nest, a new limb waves a cluster of fresh 
green leaves that 

dance in the morning breeze.

