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Magical Auxiliaries and Tag-O-Magic Set for September 

Because many of us will have had our fill of magic for the week at the TAOM, this 
months meeting will start with 'The Other Hidden Talents of The Fort Worth  
Magicians Club!'  Everyone share your other skills that make your shows fun... All 
the allied arts: juggling, ventriloquism, stunts, bar bets, mime, sword swallowing, 
chalk talk, caricatures, balloon animals, hand shadows, puppetry, silhouette cutting, 
plate spinning, stilt walking, clowning, face painting, etc. 
Bring your talents...!!!  
  
Next, since we can't have a magic club meeting without a little magic . . . It's  
Tag-O-Magic! Everyone bring a couple of things to perform and be prepared to be 
tagged!  We'll share more about the rules at the meeting but just be good Boy 
scouts and Girl scouts and Be Prepared!  This will be fun! 
  
Also, a review of the Texas Association of Magicians Convention in San  
Antonio- bring what you got, tell us what you learned! Remember, Fort Worth's turn 
at hosting the TAOM again is just around the corner, so take notes... 
  
Put October 6th on your calendar for this year's installation banquet! It's gonna 
be a very special one! Info about tickets and all the details will be coming soon... 

  

On A Personal Note . . .   Prayers and Best Wishes 

[Editorôs notice: This column is dedicated news about our 

members and friends in the greater North Texas magic 

community, particularly regarding those who are under the 

weather, recovering, and those of our community whom we 

unfortunately lose. As we can, we will provide mailing ad-

dresses, email addresses, and telephone numbers for our 

colleagues and their families. 

To this end, please send your information to the Flashpaper 

editor Geoff Grimes at ggrimes1@aol.com or call at  

972-740-3125. 

Please provide contact information as you can. 

 

Features: The Prez Sezz, Plea for Professionalism, Digitizing Project, Charity Events, Commentary 

In Memory of Leah Western 

Leah Western, sister of Melissa Western Himes, passed 

away suddenly on in August. She was 32 years old. 

Melissaôs older sister, Leah had suffered from lime dis-

ease and other complications, but she collapsed quite 

unexpectedly from cardiac arrest. Leah was the older of 

three sisters, including Melissa.  She was a graduate of 

the University of North Texas and held a Masterôs De-

gree in Counseling.  At the time of her death, Leah was 

in practice with a private counseling center.  Our 

thoughts and prayers go out to Nathan and Melissa and 

all her friends and family members. 

(Left: David Hira performs his creatively original  Hippity Hop Ghosts.) 
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Nomination Committee announces  

2012 Slate of FWMC Officers 

The Nominating Committee of the FWMC Officers has 

announced its slate of those members who have ex-

pressed interest in serving as a FWMC Officer. 

From Bill Irwin, President: 

ñThe following list of nominees is the result of responses 
to the inquiries or offers initiated by the individuals, and 
for their sincere interest I would like to express my 
thanks.ò 

President: Ashley Adams 
Vice President and Program Chair: Randi Rain 
Vice President and Flashpaper Editor: Geoff Grimes 
Vice President and Web Master: Bruce Chadwick 
Treasurer: Larry Heil (current) Michael Stein (expressed 
interest) 
Secretary: (open) Fran Hatzenbuhler (expressed interest), 
Jeff Hallberg (expressed interest) 
Sergeant-at-Arms: (open) 
Historian (open) 
Members-at-Large: 
John Hatzenbuhler (current) 
Michael Dimsdle (current) 
Nathan Himes (current) 
Logan Stadtman (expressed interest) 
Al Fox (expressed interest) 
Trustees: 
Richard Ammon (expressed interest) 
Bruce Chadwick (current) 
Michael Stein (expressed interest) 

Club seeks to digitize its video/film archives 

Rick Burcher is seeking  

copies of films and videos of 

past club meetings, perfor-

mances, and shows. We 

hope to digitize these rec-

ords and make them availa-

ble to the club for meetings 

and other special events.  

Clips from Dallasô Johnny 

Brown on Youtube.com sug-

gests that there may be a 

number of films and early 

videos available. 

Rick is working with Geoff 

Grimes and Van McGee to 

digitize as many records of past club activity as possible.  

If you know of any of these rare archival publications, news-

letters, films or videos, please contact Rick 817-469-7037. We 

will get them processed as soon as possible. 

September brings charity requests 

Margaret Kottman with the ñSnowball Expressò organi-

zation in North Texas is looking for magical entertain-

ment for Saturday, September 10th from  2-5 p.m. at 

Classic Chevrolet in Grapevine, Texas, near the D/FW 

International Airport. ñSnowball Expressò supports the 

families and especially the children of those who have 

lost a parent or parents in the Armed Services in the 

current Middle Eastern wars. 

Sharon Brannon with the United States Marine Re-

serves at the Marine Base located on the Grand Prairie 

Naval Air Station is looking for magical entertainment 

for families with returning troops from Afghanistan this 

week.  The event for the family is for Sunday, Septem-

ber 18th from 12 noon to 4 p.m.  

Last fall Rick Burcher, Hal Hudgins, and Geoff Grimes 

entertained youngsters and their families at a similar 

family picnic. This is an activity of ñMagic ~ USA,ò a  

service project of the Fort Worth Magicians Club. Any 

and all club members are invited to participate in either 

or both events. 

The second event will be Sunday, September 18th at 

the Marine Station at the Grand Prairie Naval Air Station 

from 12 to 4 p.m. Many service men and women return-

ing from duty in the Middle East will join their families for 

a fall picnic. This is the second ñMagic ~ USAò event 

performed by the FWMC. Any club members are  

welcome just to show up loaded and ready to perform. 

The FWMC Honors Americaôs Best 

on the 10th Anniversary of 9-11 

We pause to pay our respect to the families and friends 

who lost loved ones in the attacks in New York City on 

9-11 2001. http://www.squidoo.com/free-patriotic-usa-clipart#module148853259 
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FWMC Perform for TCC Event 

Current FWMC 2010ð2011 Members 

The Prez sezz  
Watch the Sorcerer's Apprentice 

(2010 Nicholas Cage).  Actually, 

watch the directors narration of 

how they made the show.  Heard 

a great quote, "Give the audience 

10% of reality and they will buy 

into the rest.ò Example, in the rec-

reation of 'Fantasia's mop and 

water scene with Mickey Mouse', 

the show used a half dozen real  

Ash Adams 
Bob Adams 

Luther Adkins 

Richard Amon 
Dana Archip 

Stacey Archip 

Daniel Bell 

Kevin Brooks 

Larry Brown 

Rick Burcher 

Dan Butler 

Mica Calfee 

Jean Capshaw 

Bruce Chadwick 

Louis Daniel 

Michael Dimsdle 

Arthur Emerson 

Albert Fox 

Tommy Garbin 

Marvin Gearhart 

Geoff Grimes 

Devin Hall 

Jeff Hallberg 

Brandon Hartman 

Don Hartman 

Fran Hatzenbuhler 

John Hatzenbuhler 

Larry Heil 

Craig Herren 

Nathan Himes 

David Hira 

Hal Hudgins 

Mike Ince 

Bill Irwin 

Bob Karlebach 

Randy Keck 

Jess Langston 

Ray Landy 

Christopher Lyle 

Matthew Martin 

Van McGee 

Stephen Medellin 

Brian OôNeill 

Elena Ponsler 

Ruth Porter 

Walt Porter 

Randi Rain 

Joe Riggs 

Gustavo Rodriguez 

Gustavo Rodriguez 

Michael Rubino 

Dan Scrivner 

Libby Sharpe 

Russell Shead 

Daryl Sprout 

Logan Stadtman 

Betty Jo Standridge 

Michael Stein 

Aaron Stone 

David Thomason 

Bob Utter 

Leland Van Deventer 

Doug Wilson  

Ron Wilson 

Qualifying Acts Pending 

Daniel Bell 

Robert DeVargas 

Craig Herron 

Robert Rosskopf 

Nicolas Tamez 

Peter Tamez 

Review from the Show with TCC  "Rock and Enroll 2011" 
  
On August 6, Micheal Dimsdle, Larry Heil, Randi Rain, 
Bill Irwin and James Irwin performed three 50 minute 
shows for the TCC event.  I hope I can speak for every-
one when I say the shows were very successful.  The 
location was too far from the main events, and the per-
forming area was confined, but the attendees were spirit-
ed, popcorn was given out and the crowd was a mix of 
parents, kids and volunteers who often watched multiple 
shows. 

  
I, for one, had a blast. I love 
doing shows as a team and 
the mix of personalities and 
effects provided something 
for everyone.   
 
Each show started with 
some pre-show work which 
allowed the late comers a 
chance to sit down, and 
worked well to identify 
members of the audience 
for use in the rest of the 
show.  
  
Briefly, James and I per-
formed "Are you smarter 

than a 7 year old" and the "Bottles of Doom".   
  
The wizard of 'That's cool', Mr. 
Larry Heil performed his Fathers 
Electric Light Bulbs and ex-
plained why you should not ac-
cept, "It can't be done" as an 
excuse.  Great presentation of 
the light bulbs! 
  
The "ooh and aahs" went to Mi-
chael as he displayed his great 
routining with cards, ropes and 
linking rings.  His rings and silk 
variation is really nice! 
  
Randi closed the show with a 
bang,  killing balloon ani-
mals, torturing puppets, 
and making everyone 
laugh their guts 
out.  Could not have 
asked for a better finale. 
  
My thanks to these per-
formers and the mem-
bers who came to watch 
for making this a fun experience and a really good 
show.  The FWMC did ñgood.ò 

mops and buckets; the rest was computer graphics.as  

If you are creating a script for a routine, throw in something 
you know about to fill in that 10% if you want the audience 
to 'buy into' the premise. 
 
A rope routine telling about a trip to India, not as plausible 
from a 17 year old with no obvious experience travel-
ing.  You need the details you can add from your real ex-
periences if you want the audience to join in the venture.   
 
Larry, Geoff, Mike Ince and others are very good with 
bringing in facts of interest from their own lives.  Today I 
heard Larry ask an audience member, ' You're going along 
with this aren't you?'.  The response, "why not".  I don't 
know if Larry was generally surprised at the acceptance of 
his story so readily, but the story was great and it was easy 
to 'buy into' the premise and enjoy the show. 
                                                                             Bill 
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Mind-Bending MentalismðTheme for the August Meeting 

The August, 2011 meeting of the Fort Worth Magicians Club featured Mentalism.  We had 23 members and 10 guests in 
attendance.    
 
President Bill Irwin and Program Chair Ash Adams started off the meeting with a tandem Do as I Do mental magic type 
of card trick.  Next Bill Irwin presented the Order of Merlin - Excalibur award 
to Bob Utter for 50 uninterrupted years of service to the International Brother-
hood of Magicians.  Michael Dimsdle shared information about Doc Seatonôs 
www.magicsideshow.com which he will be performing at in Austin, TX in Sep-
tember.   

 
Then it was on to the main part of the program ï 
Mentalism.  Geoff Grimes shared two flawless 
card mentalism routines including Osterlindôs Card 
Calling.   
 
Dr. Richard Pemper had a spectator choose a # 
on a large die and cover it, and Dr. Pemper was able to name the # each time in a different 
way.   
 
Libby Sharpe performed her qualification act which 
was a fortune telling routine and became the newest 
member of the Fort Worth Magicians Club.   
 
Larry Heil performed his version of Merv Taylorôs Ul-
tissimo.    Larry suggested reading the Mental Epic 

Compendium by Paul Romhany if you are interested in that routine and shared his 
own thoughts on Mental Epic.  Last Larry performed a number prediction routine 
with 3 volunteers.   

 
The featured performer of the evening was Mike Ince who 
gave a mini-lecture on Mentalism.  Mikeôs definition of Men-
talism is the simulation of paranormal abilities.  He talked 
about the various types of Mentalism including telepathy, 
clairvoyance, psycho-kinesis and precognition.  Mike sug-
gested that a performer should stick to just a couple of these 
techniques instead of including all of them in their show.  He 
spoke about the history of Mentalism which has its roots in 
spiritualism and also discussed the differences between 
Mentalism and Mental Magic.  We had a discussion about 
whether a performer doing mentalism should have a dis-
claimer in their show stating that what they do is not real and 
simply entertainment.  This can vary based on the perform-
erôs presentation style.  
 
Then Mike performed a Q&A show piece. He gave everyone 
half of an index card and asked them to write a question or a little-known fact about 
themselves.  He then asked them to fold their card in half twice before dropping them 
into a borrowed hat.   
 

After his mini-lecture he proceeded to reach into the hat, take and hold the folded cards above his head one at a time 
and answer the questions or remark on the statements recorded within the folded cards. Once commented on, the cards 
were invariably unfolded and directly returned to their original owners without any apparent switching.  He ended the rou-
tine by revealing the questions and answers of two people who had kept their folded cards with them throughout the per-
formance.  A baffling routine!   
 
Mike also gave book suggestions for those that might want to delve more into the art of Mentalism.  These books include 
Corindaôs 13 Steps to Mentalism and Bob Cassidyôs Art of Mentalism.  Thanks to Mike for a great primer on the art of 
Mentalism! 
 
- Al Fox 

 

http://www.magicsideshow.com/
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Requiem for Tricky Boxes ~ Commentary 

Iôm a product of my times, I guess.  No!  More to the point, the product of the magical 

times of my childhood. Isnôt it interesting how those of us caught up in this ñmagic 

thingò fixate on ñmoments whenò from our increasingly remote past.  

For me, it was the first time my dad took me downtown in Houston to Howardôs  

Fun Shop, the only magic store I knew of for all the years of my youth.  A cowbell 

dangling from the top of the tall door, painted in hunterôs green, slathered in layers on 

the door frame and window facing, announced customersô entrance and exit. Across 

the store windows, posters featuring sleazy illustrations of buxom girls with Marilyn 

Monroe look-alike eyes, hair and other things offered enchantments which, at that 

age, I couldnôt even imagine. 

Dad escorted me gently past the bawdy gags and other questionable props to the two 

side-by-side glass counters at the rear of the musty store where the real magic resid-

ed under the glow of two long fluorescent light bulbs. Multi-colored thimbles , Chinese 

sticks, color changing silks, decks of cards, mysterious coins, the ball and vaseðall 

pretty standard stuff to the initiated, but to the eye of a young novice, they were treasures from faraway places.  I wanted 

them all, and I am sure today, looking back at that magical time, Howard Campbell, the owner, was probably eager to 

have obliged me. 

But the greater enchantment came from up aboveðabove the cases, up on the highest 

shelves that lined three sides of the old store. There ensconced were the ñtricky box-

es,ò a term I wouldnôt hear for almost fifty years.  Painted elaborately in Arabian de-

signs, Chinese calligraphy, and Hindu caricatures, the props peered down like un-

touchable miniature shrines, most coated in a layer of gray dust. The little decorative 

doors on the fronts, the lids on top, the secret hidden compartments, sliding panels, 

and sneaky revolving backs, each mysterious feature masked amazing contrabandð

gigantic dragon scarves, miles of rainbow streamers, bursts of metallic blossoms, and 

fountains of snowflakes. 

But the tricky boxes sat out of reach, as far away from the fingertips of my aspirations 

as the width of my daddyôs economically-challenged wallet.  They simply cost too 

much. The first little mirror box I purchased from Bruce Chadwick at The Illusion 

Warehouse almost sixty years later fulfilled a childhood dream that had drifted in and 

out of my imagination for decades. 

So why is it that youôll never find a tricky box reviewed in MUM, Magic Magazine, Genii, 

or Linking Ring? So why is it in recent months, when a youngster employed a square 

circle at the heart of his qualifying act, he received only polite applause, ñknowingò 

smirks, furrowed brows, and severe, sideways glances from his sober audience.  Aside 

the obvious paucity of demonstrated magical acuity, did the collective chagrin stem 

from the performance or from the props?  

Norm Nielsen is selling break-away boxes and production tubes starting at $550 and has most on back order. His four 

checker cabinetsðpriced $3500 each!ðsold within three hours on the same day they were announced on his website. 

More in the genre of Tony Andruzziôs bizarre magic of the sixties, Outlaw Magic sells its electronically enhanced spirit  

cabinets, cubes, and quirky little contraptions at outrageous prices and canôt keep them in stock. Tora Magic now fills the 

vacancy left by the closure of Mikame with an array of magical production apparati. 

ñWhy wonôt they get reviewed?ò queries Norman Beck, a regular product reviewer for MUM Magazine, ñLet me give you a 

list of reasons.ò First of all, he notes, all products must be submitted to the magazine for examination.  Norm Nielsen, he 

says, is not likely to donate a $3500 checker cabinet for consideration for a paragraph or two in a product review. Addition-

ally, Norman says, stock items that come back onto the market likewise are probably not going to be considered.   

Geoff Grimes, Flashpaper Editor 

(Continued on next page) 

David Matthews, manager of 

Main Street Magic, displays a 

collection of ñtricky boxes.ò 
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Requiem for Tricky Boxes (continued) 

ñSomeone or some company that has just released a newly designed die box isnôt  

likely to get honorable mention in a magazine review.ò 

ñTo tell you the truth,ò explained Norman, ñI donôt know any magicians who use them. 

Take ñBotania,ò for instance. Everybody knows that when the magician slips off the 

tube, he didnôt have anything to do with the spring of flowers that pops out.  Whereôs 

the magic in that? Everybody can figure out they were crammed up inside the tube! I 

think that the same thing must be said forðwhat did you call them?ðótricky boxesô? 

The bottom line for me, I guessðand this is why I would never use themðI wouldnôt 

have anything intelligent to say with one.ò 

Normanôs reluctance aside, one has to look at the phenomenon of tricky boxes and 

their allure for young magic aficionados from a broader perspective.  Have tricky boxes 

simply passed out of style?  Do they belong to a period of magical entertainment that 

has simply lost its allure? And if so, what does that say for the large stage illusions and 

the possible demise of the illusion show?  Arenôt these stage props only ñtricky boxesò 

on the shelves of Howard Fun Shops ñwrit largeò? You probably wonôt see Pillsbury 

sponsoring another television series like Mark Wilsonôs ñMagic Circusò of the ó70ôs. 

And there hasnôt been a long-running illusion show on or off 

Broadway in years. 

Randy Clower, a producer of magical props in the 1970ôs 

and an avid collector of bizarre props today, suggests that 

ñaudiences today have a ómuch more discerning eye.ô They arenôt likely to be as easily im-

pressed by a magician in a tuxedo running around a ótricky boxô on stage, posturing with one 

applause cue after another.  The audiences know he isnôt doing  

anything but dancing! Whereôs the magic in that?ò 

Will Baffle (thatôs his acquired legal name), a regular at our 

Monday night sessions, explains that he has all but hung up his 

touring illusion show.  ñNo one is booking these shows any long-

er,ò he explains.  ñYou wouldnôt believe the investment I have in 

all this, but what am I going to do? So, Iôve just decided to park 

the crates.ò 

ñYou gotta have some of them, I guess,ò says Chris Gracey, co-owner of McKinneyôs 

Main Street Magic and Fun Company. ñOur primary clientele, though, arenôt into the 

more expensive stage props, so you may see most of these sitting up here years from 

now.ò Look around those top shelves, and youôll see some of the classic pieces, retreads 

for a whole new generation of young magiciansðanimal production boxes, chick pans, 

lotta bowls, the Hippity Hop Rabbits, mirror boxes, phantom tubesðthe whole lot. 

And Iôve bought my own copy of just about all of them since getting back into magic a 

decade or so agoðfilled two warehouses and a storage bin. To tell the truth, however, 

every time I acquire a new tricky box, Iôm linking up with a wonderful time in my childhood, 

a time when Dad would finally give in, take off a Saturday morning, pack me up in the 

familyôs used car, and drive into town to the magic store. Iôd turn the knob on the door, the cowbell would rattle and clang, 

and Iôd step into the magical paradise that was Howardôs Fun Shop, a museum in my memory and imagination today, a 

theatrical workshop filled with ñtricky boxes.ò 

Iôm just sayinô 

Geoff Grimes 

Norman Beck, product reviewer 

and commentator for the Society 

of American Magiciansô MUM 

Magazine. 

Erich Biggs attempts without 

success to lift a light-heavy 

box from the counter. 

Randy Clower, magic 

collector and creator 


