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INNOVATION ~ CREATIVITY ~ UNITY ~ Programô Chairôs new motto 

On A Personal Note . . .   Prayers and Best Wishes 

[Editorôs notice: This column is dedicated news about our 

members and friends in the greater North Texas magic 

community, particularly regarding those who are under the 

weather, recovering, and those of our community whom we 

unfortunately lose. As we can, we will provide mailing ad-

dresses, email addresses, and telephone numbers for our 

colleagues and their families. 

To this end, please send your information to the Flashpaper 

editor Geoff Grimes at ggrimes1@aol.com or call at  

972-740-3125. 

Please provide contact information as you can. 

 

Features: The Prez Says, Magic & Meaning, FW Weekly Article, Banquet Report, Doug Wilson Wins 

Logan Stadtman is recovering from recent corrective 

heart surgery. As we began our banquet on October 6, 

Logan was literally in surgery. We look forward to his full 

recovery and return to active performing! 

Hal Hudgins continues to fight chronic pain in his back 

and legs that keeps him down quite a bit. He is working 

with his physicians to make corrections in his pain medi-

cations that hopefully will allow him to work again soon. 

 

I see the Fort Worth Magicians Club of the 2011/2012 era as an  
experiment in bringing magicians together. I have no idea if anything 
will work. If it does work, other clubs around the world will start  
modeling their clubs after ours. If it doesn't work, we are still going to 
have fun doing it. It's a win/win situation if we all come together.  
So the first meeting is all about getting started. I have several  
projects that the club is going to work on as a whole. What are these 
projects? I'm not telling. You have to come to the meeting to find out. 
I can tell you that you won't regret it. 
 
After the business, we will start on the first project. It works on the 
entertainment value of being a magician. That's all I will tell you on 
that. Next, we will have a performer do a small show for you. Who is 
the performer? I'm not telling. Then, we will move onto the next  
project, that I am not telling you about. Then we will have a guest  
performer. Who? Not telling! Then we proceed to the final project 
with this guest performer. At this point everything will be in order, 
everybody will know what's going on, and I hope that everyone will 
see the projects usefulness and help me make them work. Like I 
said, if nothing else, it will be fun and it's something fun to do . . . 
and I think that's what the club really is about.      Randi Rain Randi Rain takes new position as Program Chair 
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At the October 2011 Annual Banquet, outgoing President 

Bill Irwin installed the following slate of new officers. 

President: Ashley Adams 
 
Vice President and Program Chair: Randi Rain 
 
Vice President and Flashpaper Editor: Geoff Grimes 
 
Vice President and Web Master: Bruce Chadwick 
 
Treasurer: Larry Heil 
 
Secretary: Fran Hatzenbuhler 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms: Mike Rubino 
 
Historian: Rick Burcher 
 
Members-at-Large: 
John Hatzenbuhler 
Logan Stadtman 
Al Fox 
 
Trustees: 
Arthur Emerson 
Bruce Chadwick 
Bill Irwin 

Thanks! And congratulations to each of you! 

Randi Rain (continued) 

So I have come to the conclusion that we should be better 
than the ñdoctorsò. When someone asks to see some magic, 
don't fret that you are not getting paid, just be the best you 
can be. Just do what the great Dal Sanders does. Make them 
laugh and say ñwowò. 
 
Since I am the new vice-president, it's my job to create activi-
ties for us that will build our abilities to make magic the best it 
can be. My plan is to take the wonderful job that Ash Adams 
did last year and expand on that. That's not an easy task, but 
I have some ideas. 
 
I want to focus a lot on creating routines. As a group we 
should be getting together and brainstorming. One of my 
plans is to create, as a group, an entire act from the ground 
up. Every month, we use the power of the group to build, a 
little at a time, a complete act. Some other ideas I have are to 
draw the magic out of everyone. As a magicians club, we 
should be working together to create, and when we break for 
the month, we should be going out into the real world and 
using what we created. So get ready to come out of your 
shells.  
 
I hope everyone is on board and let's make this year a tem-
plate for the way a MAGICIANS club should be. Innovation, 
creativity, and unity shall be the motto. 

New Officers assume positions for 2012 

FWMC members shine in the ñMagic and 

Meaning Seminarò in Las Vegas 

Larry Heil and Geoff Grimes attended the 2011 ñMcBride 

Magic and Meaningò Seminar in Las Vegas, October 20-

22. The three-day 

event featured 52  

magicians from five 

different countries. 

Unlike SIGôs (special 

interest groups), magi-

cal lectures, or master 

classes, the ñMagic 

and Meaningò Seminar 

focuses on the theory 

and art of magic and 

explores magical en-

tertainment from the fuller perspective of the magic of life 

and the place and function of magical performance in that 

broader context. To that end, the seminar included presen-

tations by behavioral neurophysiologists Susana Martinez

-Conde and her husband Stephen Macknik of Barrow 

Neurological Institute who shared their studies of magi-

cians and perception.  Dr. Marjorie Hass, president of 

Austin College and the wife of magician Larry Hass, lec-

tured on the latest brain-body interrelationships relative to 

perception. Magician George Parker, from The Nether-

lands, lectured on the roles magicians assume relative to 

their audiences. Corey Haines explained the legal status 

of copyright laws regarding ownership and processes for 

registering trademarks and copyrighting original materials. 

Our own Larry Heil presented a twenty-minute talk on the 

meaning of magic 

for magicians, draw-

ing upon his own 

primary research 

collected from his 

FWMC colleagues 

and other area magi-

cal performers. 

Geoff Grimes per-

formed twice for the 

seminar.  First, he 

paid homage to 

Robert E. Neale, the creative genius behind five books of 

magic. Grimesô second piece he performed with  

Dr. Marjorie Hass. Hector Chadwickôs ñSweeties,ò a men-

talism effect forces the blue M&M candy, allowing Grimes, 

a member of a college faculty association, to ñget inside 

the head of a college president for the first time!ò 

 

Larry Hass (left) displays the 

ñmagicianôs cardò predicted by  

Larry Heil (right). 

Marjorie Hass reacts to the predicted 

ñSweetieò in a bit of equivoque by 

Geoff Grimes. 
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City of Fort Worth Honors the FWMC The Prez sezz  

The City of Fort Worth honored  the Fort Worth Magicians 
Club with a proclamation recognizing the week of October  
23ð31 as ñFort Worth Magicians Club Weekò in Cow-
town. 
 
The proclamation follows Councilman ñZimò Zimmermanôs 
appearance at the October 6th banquet at which time he 
assisted in recognizing and congratulating Ashley ñAshò 
Adams as the clubôs new 2011-2012 President. 
 
Following is the text of the Proclamation: 
 

Proclamation 

Office of the Mayor 

Whereas, magic is one of the oldest, wholesome and 

delightful forms of entertainment in the world which con-

tinues to provide pleasure for people of all ages; and, 

Whereas, the Fort Worth Magicians Club, Inc., a non-

profit corporation whose purpose is to promote the art go 

magic illusion, i.e. sleight-of-hand, prestidigitation, and 

legerdemain, seeks to display ethical behavior in the 

presentation of magic to the public and in conduct as  

magicians in addition to promoting harmony in the magi-

cal arts, advance the ethics of the magical profession and 

carry out educational programs that benefit and increase 

the knowledge of the illusion arts to members of the club; 

and, 

Whereas, the Fort Worth Magicians Club, Ring 15 of the 

International Brotherhood of Magicians and Assembly 

138 of the Society of American Magicians, memorializes 

the deeply mourned death of Harry Houdini on October 

31, 1926; and, 

Whereas, Fort Worth cities an municipalities across the 

nation in honoring Magic Rings and Assemblies made up 

of both professional and amateur magicians who gener-

ously give their time and talent for charitable purposes in 

hospitals, schools, military bases, churches, nursing 

homes, etc.;  

NOW THEREFORE, 

We, the Fort Worth City Council, do hereby proclaim 

October 25 ï 31, 2011, as 

FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB WEEK 

Signed,  

Betsy Price, Mayor 

Joe B urns, Council Member District 9 

The first order of business which 

I must declare as your new presi-

dent, is a roar from the stalls, a 

grand óhuzzahô, a spectacular 

ósim-sala-bimô, and a clamorous 

óalakazamô, to all of my friends in 

the magical arts- past, present, 

and future!  Iôd like to be the first 

to announce, after one of the 

most vibrant years in our clubôs  

70 year history, that we are already off to a great start for 
the future, buté it seems like EVERYBODY in Fort 
Worth already knows about that! Thanks to The Fort 
Worth Weekly who spilled the beans on the great Fort 
Worth Magicians Club in their amazing cover story this 
past weeké 
Soé the second order of business as your new presi-
dent, will be to break the first rule of the magical artsé 
(WHAT?) Thatôs righté Iôm going to give away one of the 
most important secrets of my own personal magic reper-
toire, and I give you full permission to use it in your own 
acts! When I was six years old, I was thankful to get a 
magic set from Santa; even more thankfully, I was un-
doubtedly blessed with two of the most amazing people 
in the world, whom Iôm proud to call my parents. On 
weekends, they would indulge my new fascination with 
magic by taking me to the magic shop, Magic Etc. (which 
in retrospect, was/is also a very lucky thing to have). But 
a magic store does not make a magician. Soon however, 
as a very young man (I think 11 or 12 years old), I was 
introduced to The Fort Worth Magicians Club.  As in-
trigued and enthralled as I was by it at the time, it wasnôt 
until later that I realized, that through my time with the 
club, I had gained not only an education of tricks and 
gags, illusions and mysteries, mechanics and manipula-
tionsé but I had also gained mentorship, and remarka-
bly, even peer-ship with some of the most diverse,  
remarkable and generous people in Texas; Their friend-
ships and camaraderie helped not only make me a better 
magician, but also were vital in making me the man I am 
today. I consider many of you, to this day, 'family'. And 
there it isé one of my most important secrets of my 
magic revealed! And for that reason, and many more, I 
am proud to continue the fine traditions of this league of 
legerdemain. And I especially thank those of you in the 
club who were there to support me as a young mané 
(those who knew me when I thought a ódouble liftô was a 
brassier, and that óThe Four Acesô were a singing group). 
And I hope that I can help foster a club that provides for 
a new generation of magicians the same inspirational 
level of support I was honored to receive. I look forward 
to an exciting new year, making new magical memories 
with old and new members alike. 
Your devoted friend in the magical artsé 
                                                                    Ash Adams 
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Annual Banquet features top magical entertainment and hilarious puppetry 

October 6, 1940 and 71 Years Later We are Still Going Strong 

What a wonderful treat we had when the Fort Worth Magicianôs Club had their 2012 ñMagical 
Banquetò at the lovely Ridglea Golf Course.  This was all provided and arranged by one of the 
most outstanding members of our club, none other than Bob Utter. Our gratitude goes out to 
Mr. Utter, Bill Irwin, Ash Adams and many others for all their hard 
work, including the invitation of the Fort Worth Mayor Pro-Tem, W. 
B. Zimmerman, who later participated in our introduction of the 
new officers. 

The room was magical in itself,  with beautiful changing lights, 
beautiful table settings & centerpieces provided to us by Fran  
Hatzenbuhler, our new Secretary, and an extremely wonderful at-
tendance of about 90+ people.  

Our President, Bill Irwin, gave a wonderful introduction and out-
going speech with the tender loving care that Bill Irwin is noted for.  
He was the most gentle and loving Presidents we could ask for.  He 
started out by entertaining us with some magic and then introduced 
the wonderful talent of Bruce Chadwick, who entertained us with 
the great magic that he is noted for. 

Bruce Chadwick, then introduced the great Pix Smith, founder and director of the Dallas 

Puppet Theater and has been working in puppetry for 30 years, beginning at the age of 5.  

Pix is currently serving as a Board of Trustees member and as Vice-President of Puppeteers 

of America, and has served as the business consultant for the or-

ganization.  He performed for us at our banquet with his gorgeous 

madam, who later put the moves on our new President-elect, Ash 

Adams.  She was absolutely enthralled with him and made ñNO 

BONESò about it.  

After the show, the outgoing club officers were awarded and recog-
nized. Awarded was President Bill Irwin with a special plaque and wand. Executive Vice-
President and Program Chairman Ash Adams, Webmaster Bruce Chadwick, Secretary Al 
Fox, Treasurer Larry Heil, Sergeant at Arms Logan Stadtman (in abstention), and Members 
at Large Michael Dimsdle, Mica Calfee, and Nathan Himes each received a certificate of 
appreciation.  

  
Next Bill Irwin installed the new officers for the 2011-12 club year. 
They include Ash Adams as President, Randi Rain as Executive 
Vice-President and Program Chairman, Bruce Chadwick contin-
uing as Webmaster, Fran Hatzenbuhler as Secretary, Larry Heil 
continuing as Treasurer, Mike Rubino as Sergeant at Arms, Rick 
Burcher as Historian, Al Fox, Logan Stadtman, and John Hat-
zenbuhler as Members at Large, and Bruce Chadwick continu-
ing as Trustee. Irwin also bestowed special thanks to Treasurer 
Larry Heil and outgoing "five-year-term" Al Fox with very special 
hand-carved wands by Doug Wilson.  
 
Finally, Michael Dimsdle (right) was awarded the  
prestigious 2011-2012 Magician of the Year designa-
tion. Michael leaves us this month in his move to Austin 
to pursue his magical career with the Austin magical 
community. Michael is one of the most accomplished 
members of the Fort Worth Magicians Club who special-
izes in close-up, stage, and parlor magic. His signature 
linking rings routine features interplay between penetrat-
ing rings and scarves, a unique innovation to the classic 
effect. 

Bill Irwin welcomes 

members and guests 

Mayor Pro-Tem ñZim 

Zimmerman presents  

Ash Adams with a key to 

the City and Fort Worth 

playing cards. 

Featured cruise ship  

magical entertainer Chip 

Romero ñwowsò  guests. 

Pix Smith with side-kick 

Madam Cletus Von  

Sushi 
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Fort Worth Weekly Profiles the FWMC 

Call it a spread!  The Fort Worth Weekly profiled the Fort 

Worth Magicians Club in its October 26th issue in an extensive 

article by reporter Steve Steward with photos by Anina Routh 

Barzin. Following is an excerpt recollecting the clubôs founder, 

Ren Clark: 

In terms of magicôs history, the Fort Worth club is probably 
most notable for its founder, Fort Worth oilman and philanthro-
pist A. Renrick ñRenò Clark. Remembered as a sprightly man 
with a bald pate and a penchant for oriental d®cor, Ren Clark 
first became acquainted with the art of magic as a young boy, 
via a traveling post-vaudeville magic show featuring a famous 
entertainer named Willard the Wizard. 

Willard, known posthumously as ñthe last of the big tent show 
magicians,ò traveled in an extensive caravan of trucks, touring 
small venues and conventions across the Southwest. Clark 
graduated from Texas A&M University in 1924 with a degree in 
electrical engineering and went into the oil business, but he 
never forgot his fascination with Willardôs show. 

His career in the oil industry took him to Canada and across 
the Midwest. While living in Parsons, Kan., in the ô30s, Clark wandered into a magic shop and bought a coin trick.  Soon 
he was skilled in the sort of sleight of hand that had thrilled him as a child. Before long, he had joined the International 
Brotherhood of Magicians and in 1940 started the Fort Worth club as its 15th chapter. As oil boomed, so did his business, 
the Double Seal Ring Company. The resulting wealth enabled him to treat his passion as something more than a hobby. 

In 1947, the oil magnate-cum-man-oô-magic became president of the brotherhood and immediately began a five-month 
international jaunt promoting the art of illusion in  clubs around the world. As his reputation as an ambassador of magic 
grew, so did the number of local magiciansô groups. Soon, magic clubs were appearing across the globe like doves out of 
a hat. Upon word of an upcoming visit by Ren Clark, club leaders would scramble to invite new visitors, hoping that the 
oilmanôs personality and passion would inspire them to become members. 

His enthusiasm for magic was at least as ardent at home as it was abroad. According to friend and longtime club member 
Bob Utter, Clark loved coin tricks. ñHeôd start with one and then all of the sudden heôd show 10 in his hands,ò Utter said. 

Clark was also famed for his Asian-themed productions. ñRen really liked Asian things.  A lot of his tricks involved long, 
flowing Asian silks, umbrellas ð heôd make umbrellas appear out of nowhere,ò Utter recalled. ñHe went all out ð he would 
dress in these Chinese costumes, put on the eye makeup, the whole nine yards.ò 

Clarkôs act was more than just small-scale sleight of hand. ñHis production had all kinds of intricate folding boxes that heôd 
had made special in Japan, and he used a lot of birds too,ò Utter said. Indeed, Clarkôs home boasted an aviary, with a mot-
ley flock of exotic birds. 

As if cockatiels flying out of kimono sleeves werenôt enough, Clarkôs penchant for post-war exotica spread to other inter-
ests, particularly in the Western Hills Hotel (now long departed) on Camp Bowie, notable for its tiki-themed Polynesian 
Village restaurant and Sunken Galleon bar and equally famous for its ñmermaid,ò a woman who swam in costume in a gi-
ant aquarium behind the bar. Clark had a stage built in the Galleon, big enough for his elaborate act. 

The hotel was a hit among socialites, in part because of its then-trendy design scheme, but also because of Clarkôs busi-
ness partner, none other than Desi Arnaz. In other words, Clark was one of those mischievous grandpas who produces 
quarters from a kidôs ears, except that he did it in a fantastic tiki room and the kid was Desi Arnaz Jr. 

Reprinted with permission, The Fort Worth Weekly. For the entire article, click on the following website: 

http://www.fwweekly.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5111:fort - magic&catid=30:cover -

story&Itemid=375  

http://www.fwweekly.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5111:fort-magic&catid=30:cover-story&Itemid=375
http://www.fwweekly.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5111:fort-magic&catid=30:cover-story&Itemid=375


Fort Worth Magicians Club Officers 

FWMC November MeetingðThursday, November 3 at 7 p.m., in the  

Energy Auditorium at Tarrant County College-Trinity River Campus, corner 

of Cherry Street and Belknap, downtown Fort Worth. 

Diamond Jim Tyler LectureðSunday, November 13 at 2 p.m. Crystalôs 

Pizza, MacArthur and H183, Irving. 2 p.m. $20 for club members. 

Family Entertainerôs WorkshopðNovember 18, 19, Granbury, Texas,  

featuring Dave Risley, D J Ehlert, Steve Kissell, Andy Anderson, Sharon 

Hodges and others. See the FWMC website ñCalendarò for a link to more 

information: www.fortworthmagiciansclub.org.  

Monday Night MagicðEach Monday evening at Humperdinkôs Restaurant 

at Six Flags Drive, Arlington. Gather around 7 p.m./informal. Strolling  

performers are appreciated in the dining area before 8 p.m.  

PRESIDENT 

Ashley ñAshò Adams, 817-908-9008, 

ash.a.adams@gmail.com  

 

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT AND  

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

Randi Rain, 682-841-2375, randi@randirain.com 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT AND EDITOR OF  

THE FLASHPAPER  

Geoffrey A. Grimes, 972-740-3125, ggrimes1@aol.com 

or ggrimes@dcccd.edu   

    

VICE-PRESIDENT AND WEBMASTER 

Bruce Chadwick, 817-832-6062, chadwickillusion-

ist@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY 

Fran Hatzenbuhler, 817-430-1867, tophatz@tex.rr.com  

TREASURER  

Larry Heil, 817-444-0743, landkheil@verizon.net  

SERGEANT AT ARMS 

Mike Rubino, 817-262-3325, r_jack_jackal@yahoo,com 

HISTORIAN 

Rick Burcher,  817-469-7037, rick.burcher@gmail.com 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE 

John Hatzenbuhler, 817-430-1867, tophatz@tex.rr.com  

MEMBER-AT-LARGE 

Logan Stadtman, 817-350-8445,  

imperialamusement@yahoo.com 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE 

Al Fox, 817-845-0419, alfoxmagic@hotmail.com 

 

TRUSTEE (Term Expires 2011) 

Bruce Chadwick, 817-832-6062,  

chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com  

     

TRUSTEE (Term Expires 2013) 

Arthur Emerson, 817-868-6827, milart@verizon.net 

TRUSTEE (Term Expires 2015) 

Bill Irwin, 817-805-1655, magicfx@sbcglobal.net  

APPOINTED TAOM REPRESENTATIVES 

Bill Irwin, Ren Clark IBM Ring 15 

Mark Miertschin, Bruce Chadwick SAM  

Assembly 138 

2011ð2012 Dues Due in 10/11 

Please make arrangements to renew your 

FWMC dues in the next month or so  or join 

us anew. The form is now online. Dues for 

ñActive Membersò are only $20. 

Club CalendarðNovember, 2011 

Doug Wilson Wins Top National Honors 

He wins again! FWMCôs own Doug  

Wilson has won both 1st and 3rd place 

in the 2011 ñNational Character Carving 

Contestò held this year in Converse,  

Indiana. The annual competition is  

sponsored by the National Character 

Carvers of America organization. 

Doug has won top honors before during 

the last fifteen years since he began 

taking up the fine craft and artistry of 

character carving. 

Doug is best known in the magical  

circles for his remarkable ñmade-to-

orderò magical wizard wands and canes.  

Dougôs artistry is becoming widely  

acclaimed, and a number of magicôs top 

tier performers sport his wizard wands, 

among the Andy Gladwin, Tom Stone, 

and Joshua Jay.  Mayor of Fort Worth, 

the Honorable Betsy Price sports one of 

Dougôs fabulous walking canes. 

Dougôs two winning pieces in the 2011 

national competition included a Texas 

cowboy twisted up in his own rope and a 

spooky ñFrankenstein.ò 

Doug took up woodcarving after injuries 

sustained while in the United States 

Armed Services during the 1991 Gulf 

War in the Middle East. On good days 

youôll find him ñchipping awayò in his 

studio. We salute you, Doug! 

The Flashpaper, November 2011, Volume 2011, Issue 11, page 6 

Doug Wilson with award-

winning carvings 
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